Guns and
Terrorism
RESULTS FROM A NATIONALLY REPRESENTATIVE SURVEY OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGE 18-30
TAKEN JULY 9-20…

Majorities of young African Americans, Asian Americans,
and Latino/as prioritize gun control over gun rights while a
majority of whites favor protecting gun rights
● Seventy-six percent of Asian Americans, 63 percent of
African Americans, and 60 percent of Latino/as say it is
more important to control guns than protect gun rights
while 53 percent of whites favor gun rights



There is broad support across races and ethnicities for
policies aimed at reducing gun violence
● Majorities of all racial and ethnic groups do not believe laws
limiting gun ownership infringe on the public’s right to bear
arms
● Criminal background checks receive support from 9 in 10
young people of all races and ethnicities while a ban on
semi-automatic weapons receives lower but still majority
support across all racial and ethnic groups



Among young people, Asian Americans are particularly
concerned about the dangers of gun ownership
● Asian Americans are more likely to say owning a gun puts
people’s safety at risk (62 percent) than African Americans
(46 percent), Latino/as (39 percent), and whites (34 percent)



Race shapes how young people interpret recent mass
shootings in the United States
● Asian Americans, Latino/as, and whites are more likely to
view the June 2016 shooting at the Florida nightclub as
terrorism than say the same about the June 2015 shooting at
a South Carolina church



How young people interpret recent mass shootings is
influenced by race
% who consider each an act of terrorism…
100
Percent of adults 18-30

African Americans and Latino/as are more likely than
whites or Asian Americans to have had experience with
gun violence in the last year
● Thirty-seven percent of African Americans and 24 percent
of Latino/as report they or someone they know has
experienced gun violence compared with 12 percent of
whites and Asian Americans
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Policies aimed at reducing gun violence are popular among
young adults
% of all young adults age 18-30 who support…

African
Americans

Asian
Americans

Latino/as

Whites

Shooting at Florida nightclub in June 2016
Background checks

92

Stiffer penalties for gun law
violations

89

More police in public places
Ban on semi-automatic
weapons

68
57

Question wordings available at GenForwardSurvey.com

Shooting at South Carolina church in June 2015
Question wordings available at GenForwardSurvey.com

There is widespread opposition to banning Muslims from
entering the United States, especially among African
Americans and Asian Americans
● Seventy-nine percent of African Americans and Asian
Americans oppose temporarily banning Muslims from
entering the United States compared with 66 percent of
Latino/as and 64 percent of whites



Young African Americans, Asian Americans, and Latino/as
are more concerned than whites about the threat of
violence from white extremists
● Most young people across all races and ethnicities are
concerned about the threat of violence from U.S. residents
inspired by foreign extremists and non-U.S. residents
● About 8 in 10 African Americans, Asian Americans, and
Latino/as are concerned about violence from white
extremists compared with 7 in 10 whites



Data come from GenForward, a survey of the Black Youth Project at the University of Chicago with the AP-NORC Center, with a nationally representative sample of 1,940 adults 18-30
years old. Interviews were completed online and using landlines and cellphones from July 9-20, 2016. Results have a margin of sampling error of +/- 3.8 percentage points. A full report
by the Black Youth Project is available at www.GenForwardSurvey.com. The proper description of the survey’s authorship is as follows: GenForward is a survey of the Black Youth
Project at the University of Chicago with The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
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