LGBT Policy
Attitudes
RESULTS FROM A NATIONALLY REPRESENTATIVE SURVEY OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGE 18-30
TAKEN JULY 9-20…

Among young adults, there is broad support for policies aimed
at protecting LGBT Americans
% of all young adults age 18-30 who support…
Prevention/treatment HIV/AIDS
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Equal employment rights
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Allowing gays and lesbians to
adopt children
Sensitivity training of police
Organizations that provide
services to LGBT youth
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Question wordings available at GenForwardSurvey.com

Support for various LGBT rights and policies has increased
since 2014, especially among young whites
● Among young whites, support has increased in the last two
years for policies such as allowing gays and lesbians to
legally adopt children (84 percent vs. 69 percent) and equal
employment rights for LGBT individuals (92 percent vs. 84
percent)



Support for health insurance coverage of transgender
health issues depends on how the policy is described
● Young African Americans, Asian Americans, and Latino/as
are more supportive of coverage of transgender health
issues when asked about the policy in general/abstract
terms than when specific examples are included
● Support for coverage of transgender health issues is lower
when young people are provided examples of transgender
health issues “such as hormone treatments and sexual
reassignment surgery”



Young people support health insurance coverage for
transgender health issues in general
% who favor coverage of transgender health issues…
100
Percent of adults 18-30

Most young people, across all races and ethnicities, favor
rights and protections for LGBT people
● Majorities of young people of all races and ethnicities
support allowing gays and lesbians to adopt children, equal
employment rights for LGBT individuals, more efforts aimed
at prevention/treatment of HIV/AIDS, sensitivity training of
police around issues of transgender individuals, and
government support for organizations that provide services
to LGBT youth
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Questions: Do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat
oppose, or strongly oppose…? [HALF SAMPLE ASKED: Coverage of
transgender health issues by health insurance] [HALF SAMPLE
ASKED: Coverage of transgender health issues, such as hormone
treatments and sexual reassignment surgery, by health insurance]

Data come from GenForward, a survey of the Black Youth Project at the University of Chicago with the AP-NORC Center, with a nationally representative sample of 1,940 adults 18-30
years old. Interviews were completed online and using landlines and cellphones from July 9-20, 2016. Results have a margin of sampling error of +/- 3.8 percentage points. A full report
by the Black Youth Project is available at www.GenForwardSurvey.com. The proper description of the survey’s authorship is as follows: GenForward is a survey of the Black Youth
Project at the University of Chicago with The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
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